Grand jury indicts Pigeon, two others 


Panel agrees trio should face trial on felony election law charges | PAGE DI 
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Republicans in in Senate lining up 
to pass historic tax overhaul 


By Jim TANKERSLEY, 
THOMAS KAPLAN AND 
ALAN RAPPEPORT 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - The Senate appeared 
on the cusp of passing the most sweeping 
tax rewrite in generations, with Republi- 
cans lining up to approve an overhaul that 
will touch almost every corner of the U.S. 
economy, affecting families, small-busi- 
ness owners and multinational corpora- 
tions, with the biggest benefits flowing to 
the highest-earning Americans. 

Senate leaders were still rewriting 
parts of the bill late Friday, and lawmak- 
ers received a nearly 500-page bill con- 
taining significant changes just hours be- 
fore a planned vote. The Senate still was 
voting on amendments to the GOP tax bill 
early today. 

The last-minute revisions prompted an 
outcry from Democrats, who said it was 
impossible — and irresponsible — for law- 
makers to read, digest and vote on a sig- 
nificant piece of legislation in such a short 
period of time. Several took to social me- 
dia to attack their Republican colleagues. 


New York Times 
Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, 
announced her support after elev- 
enth-hour changes to the tax bill. 


Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., called it 
“Washington D.C. at its worst” in a video 
in which he held up a page of the bill with 
handwritten changes scribbled in the 
margins. 

“This is unbelievable, we’re doing mas- 
sive tax reform on an absolute incredible 


timeline,” he said. “This is going to affect 
everybody in this country.” 

Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., posted a 
list of amendments to the bill on her Twit- 
ter account and cried foul over the fact 
that she got it from a lobbyist, not from 
her colleagues across the aisle. 

“None of us have seen this list, but lob- 
byists have it,’ McCaskill wrote. “Need I 
say more?” 

Many of the last-minute changes were 
included to help persuade a handful of 
holdout Republican senators, including 
Susan Collins of Maine and Ron Johnson 
of Wisconsin, to throw their support be- 
hind the legislation. Others were included 
for reasons that left many Democrats cry- 
ing foul. 

One such change, added by Sen. Pat 
Toomey, R-Pa., was an exemption from the 
proposed excise tax on university endow- 
ments. Democrats said the amendment 
would benefit only Hillsdale College, a 
Christian liberal arts school in Michigan 
whose alumni have ties to the leader of the 
conservative Club for Growth and Betsy 


See Tax on Page A5 


Man freed after 19 years in jail 
for a murder he didnt commit 


Wrongly convicted 
Buffalonian seeks 
to get his life back’ 


By Dan HERBECK 
AND MAKI BECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTERS 


As he languished behind 
bars for more than two decades, 
Cory L. Epps swore again and 
again that he had nothing to 
do with the murder of Tameka 
Means in the early morning of 
May 26, 1997. 

On Thursday, he found an 
Erie County Court judge who 
believed him. 

And on Friday afternoon, 
more than two dozen jubilant 
friends and family members 
mobbed the 46-year-old Epps 
as he stepped outside the doors 
of the county jail a free man. 
Judge James Bargnesi vacated 
Epps’ murder conviction and or- 
dered his release after hearing 
evidence that indicated the Buf- 
falo man was avictim of mistak- 
en identify and had spent nearly 
20 years behind bars for a crime 
that someone else committed. 

After thanking his lawyers, 
his wife, Jerrihia, and other 
family members who never gave 
up on him, Epps told reporters 
he needs to spend time con- 
necting with his three children 


See Epps on Page A8 


my life back.” — 


Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


“I feel vindicated. God gave the judge the truth. I am just looking to get 
Cory Epps, who spent almost 20 years in prison for a murder 
he didn’t commit, embraces his wife, Jerrihia, as he is released from custody after 


his conviction was vacated in light of new evidence. 


Flynn pleads 


guilty to lying 
to the FBI 


Will cooperate with counsel’s inquiry 
into Russian election interference 


By MIcHAEL D. SHEAR 
AND ADAM GOLDMAN 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - President 
Trump’s former national secu- 
rity adviser, Michael T. Flynn, 
pleaded guilty Friday to lying 
to the FBI about conversations 
with the Russian ambassador 
last December, becoming the 
first senior White House official 
to cut a cooperation deal in the 
special counsel’s wide-ranging 
inquiry into election interfer- 
ence. 

Flynn’s discussions with 
Sergey Kislyak, the Russian am- 
bassador, were part of a coordi- 
nated effort by Trump’s aides 
to create foreign policy before 
they were in power, documents 
released as part of Flynn’s plea 
agreement show. Their efforts 
undermined the existing policy 
of President Barack Obama and 
flouted a warning from a senior 
Obama administration official 
to stop meddling in foreign af- 
fairs before the inauguration. 

The documents do not dis- 
close what Trump knew about 
Flynn’s discussions. But in at 
least one instance, prosecu- 
tors say, Flynn was directed by 
a “very senior member” of the 
presidential transition team 
to discuss a U.N. resolution. 
Trump’s lawyers believe that 
unnamed aide was Trump’s 
son-in-law and close adviser, 
Jared Kushner, according to a 
lawyer briefed on the matter. 

The transition team was led 


j 


Michael Flynn is charged 
with one count of making a 
false statement to the FBI. 


Getty Images 


Inside: TRUMP REJECTS 
REPORTS THAT TILLERSON IS 
ON HIS WAY OUT. PAGE AG 


by Vice President Pence. Its top 
members included Kushner; 
Reince Priebus, Trump’s first 
chief of staff; and K.T. McFar- 
land, who was Flynn’s deputy 
and was later appointed to be 
the ambassador to Singapore. 
Flynn spoke to McFarland 
about another of his conversa- 
tions with Kislyak, according to 
the lawyer. 

Flynn’s decision to plead 
guilty to lying to investiga- 
tors about those conversations 
marked a significant new phase 
in the investigation of the spe- 


See Flynn on Page A7 


ANALYSIS 


Probe casts shadow 
over push for tax bill 


Trump’s hope for swift end 
to investigation shattered 
by Flynn’s guilty plea 


By PETER BAKER 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON -Athis Mar- 
a-Lago private club over the 
Thanksgiving weekend, Presi- 
dent Trump appeared happy 
and relaxed, relieved to be away 
from the stresses of Washing- 
ton. His mind was partly on the 
Russia investigation that had 
irritated him for months. Buthe 
insisted to friends that it would 
soon wrap up and clear him of 
wrongdoing. 


A week later, the guilty plea 
of his former national secu- 
rity adviser, Michael T. Flynn, 
seemed to shatter that hopeful 
prediction. The investigation 
hardly seems close to ending 
and news that Flynn is coop- 
erating with prosecutors sent 
shivers through Trump’s team. 
While the legal danger remains 
uncertain, the investigation, 
at the very least, has wrought 
grievous political damage to his 
presidency. 

The fall of Flynn, who was 
once so close to Trump that he 
was considered a viable pros- 
pect to be his vice-presidential 


See Plea on Page A7 
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